
 

 
Quality Jobs in a Competitive Social Europe 

High-Level Side Event 
Program 

Day 1 – 18th September 
 
08:30 | Arrival of delegations 
 
09:00 – 10:00 | Opening Ceremony 

9:00-9:20: Welcome and opening by Minister Palma Ramalho and EVP Roxana Mînzatu 

9:20 – 10:00 Setting the scene: Quality Jobs in a Competitive Social Europe  

Setting the Scene: José Pedro Aguiar Branco, President of the Portuguese Parliament  
 
Discussion moderated by Ali Al Jaberi 
 

1. Roxana Mînzatu, Executive Vice-President for Social Rights and Skills, Quality Jobs and 
Preparedness 

2. Rosário Palma Ramalho, Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security, Portugal 
 
10:00 – 11:15 Panel I - Enhancing the implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights:  
Competitiveness and Social Fairness, reinforcing each other  
 
Chair: Filipa Lima, PT Secretary of State for Social Security  
Setting the Scene: Mario Nava, Director-General DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 
(DG EMPL), European Commission  
 

1. Gonçalo Lobo Xavier, CIP representative in the European Economic and Social 
Committee, Group I – Employers  

2. Carlos Silva, UGT representative in the Economic and Social Committee, Group II – 
Workers 

3. Cristian Pîrvulescu, European Economic and Social Committee, Group III - Civil Society 
Organisations  

4. Armindo Monteiro, President of CIP – Employers PT  
5. Jarkko Eloranta - SAK President, ETUC VP – Workers FI  
6. Céline Gauer, Director General of the Reform and Investment Task Force  
7. Ms. Kahina Rabahi, EAPN Policy & Advocacy Coordinator  

 
Moderated colloquium with Q&A from moderator and audience  
 
11.15-11.45 coffee break  
 



 

11:45 – 13:00 Panel II- Free and fair labour mobility for a competitive European Union 
 
Chair: Adriano Moreira, PT Secretary of State of Labour  
Setting the Scene: Cosmin Boiangiu, Executive Director of the European Labour Authority (ELA)  
 

1. Jessika Heltberg Auken, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Employment, DK 
2. Rits De Boer, Inspector General, Netherlands Labour Authority - NL  
3. Álvaro Mendonça e Moura, President of CAP - Employers PT  
4. Mário Mourão, Secretary General of UGT - Workers PT  
5. Francisco Calheiros, President of CTP - Employers PT  
6. Livia Spera - ETF General Secretary, ETUC VP - Workers EU 
7. Valeria Ronzitti, General Secretary, SGI Europe  

 
Moderated colloquium with Q&A from moderator and audience  
 

13h – 15h - Lunch 
 
In parallel: EVP Minzatu Meeting with PEP between 14.30 and 16.00 

 
15:00 – 16:15 Panel III Building Fair Workplaces: Quality Jobs and a Better Work–Life Balance 
 
Chair: Inês Domingos, PT Secretary of State for European Affairs 
Setting the Scene: Dubravka Šuica, European Commissioner for the Mediterranean 
(Demography)  
 
1. Lina Gálvez, Chair of the FEMM Committee, European Parliament  
2. Ivailo Kalfin, Executive Director, Eurofound  
3. João Vieira Lopes, Presidente of CCP - Employers PT  
4. Tiago Oliveira, Secretary-General of CGTP - Workers PT  
5. Beate Andrees, ILO’s Assistant DG and Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia 
6. Petri Salminen, President of SMEunited  

 
Moderated colloquium with Q&A from moderator and audience  
 
16:30 | Closing Remarks 
Inês Domingos, PT Secretary of State for European Affairs 

 
Parallel event: The EU Strategy for Combating Poverty – meeting with People Experiencing 
Poverty (PEP) 
 
A parallel closed-door meeting of people experiencing poverty will be organised by the European 
Commission and the European Anti-Poverty Network.   The meeting will serve as an opportunity 
for the Executive Vice-President, Roxana Mînzatu, to consult people experiencing poverty, given 
the upcoming first-ever European Anti-Poverty Strategy. 
 
Closing remarks: Clara Marques Mendes, PT State Secretary for Social Affairs and Inclusion  



 

 

Quality Jobs in a Competitive Social Europe 
 

Program 
 Day 2 – 19th September 

 
Morning 

 
08h00 Arrival of delegations 
 
08:45 High-level ceremony  
Welcoming words by the President of the Porto Municipal Assembly, Sebastião Feyo 
de Azevedo 
 

• Rosário Palma Ramalho, Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security, 
Portugal 

• Sine Frederiksen, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Employment, Denmark, 
Presidency of the EU 

• Roxana Mînzatu, Executive Vice-President for Social Rights and Skills, Quality 
Jobs and Preparedness, European Commission 

• Antonio Costa, President of the European Council 

• Estelle Ceulemans, MEP, European Parliament's Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs (EMPL)  

• Luís Montenegro, Prime Minister, Portugal 

 

 
10:00 | Family photo, followed by a Press conference  

 

 
 

10:30 – 12:00 | Panel I - Advancing on Quality Jobs for a More Competitive Europe: towards 
a 4th 2030 target in the European Pillar of Social Rights Action Plan (Auditorium) 

 
Ministerial roundtable with the participation of the European Social Partners 

 
Moderator: Ali Al Jaberi 
 
Moderated colloquium with 

• Mario Nava, Director-General DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG 
EMPL), European Commission  

• Rosário Palma Ramalho, Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security, 
Portugal 

• Estelle Ceulemans, MEP, European Parliament's Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs (EMPL) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

12:30– 13:45 | Ministerial lunch - Work-Life Balance and Quality jobs (Roseiral House)   
 
Chair: Rosário Palma Ramalho, Minister of Labour, Solidarity and Social Security, 
Portugal  

 
Setting the Scene – Hadja Lahbib, Commissioner for Equality, Preparedness and Crisis 
Management (video message)  

 

  
Afternoon  

 
14:00 – 15.00 – Panel II - Between generations - What quality jobs mean for today and 

tomorrow - and the role of social dialogue in advancing quality jobs for a more competitive 
Europe (Auditorium) 

 
Moderator: Ali Al Jaberi 
Chair: João Rui Ferreira, Secretary of State for Economy 
Setting the Scene by: Oliver Röpke, President of the European Economic and Social 
Committee and Maria Luísa Cabral, Director for Quality Jobs, Working Conditions 
and Social Dialogue, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG EMPL), 
European Commission  

 

• Rareș Voicu, President of European Youth Forum  

• Ulrika Hall, Chair of Employment Committee (EMCO)  

• Rute Guerra, Chair of the Social Protection Committee (SPC)  

• Maxime Cerruti, Director of Social Affairs, BusinessEurope  

• Tea Jarc, ETUC Confederal Secretary  

• Laura de Bonfils, Social Platform Secretary General 

• Luís Pais Antunes, President of CES (PT Social Dialogue Entity) 

 
 
 

 

  
15:00 – 15:30 |Coffee Break 
 

 

15:30 – 16:30 | Panel III - Global Outlook: Employment and Social Policies in a Broader 
Context 

 
Moderator – Ali Al Jaberi 
Chair: Paulo Rangel, PT Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Setting the Scene by Gilbert F. Houngbo, Director-General, International Labour 
Organisation (ILO)  
 

• Dara Calleary, Minister for Social Protection, Ireland  

• Georges Mischo, Minister of Labour, Luxembourg 

• Pilvi Torsti, European Training Foundation President  

• Mark Pearson, OECD’s Deputy Director of the Directorate for Employment, 
Labour and Social Affairs  

• Younes Sekkouri – Minister of Economic Inclusion, Small Business, Employment 
and Skills, Morocco  

• Rafael Benitez, Director of Social Rights, Health and Environment, Council of 
Europe 

 
Moderated colloquium with Q&A from the moderator and audience  

 
 
 
 



 

 
16:30 – 17:00 |Conclusions and Closing Session 
  

 
 

 
 

• Closing session 
 

 

 
Porto Social Forum Conclusions by Rosário 
Palma Ramalho, PT Minister of Labour, 
Solidarity and Social Security, Portugal 
 
Mario Nava, Director-General DG 
Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (DG 
EMPL), European Commission  
 
Paulo Rangel, Minister of State and Foreign 
Affairs, Portugal  
 

  
 


